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Odom: Those Mysterious Beings Called Angels

R O B E R T

L E O

O D O M

*

THOSEMYSTERIOUSBEINGS
CALLED ANGELS
Do they belong w ith the “tail tales”
of flying saucers and M artians?

O

n no other religious subject
does there exist among Jewish
teachers so wide a diversity of
opinion as about those mysterious beings called “angels.”
A Jewish reference work, in its
cussion of the “modern view” of the
subject, frankly tells us:
“Reform prayer-books have excised practically all references to
angels, leaving only the barest hints
about them in certain passages in
order not to break with the traditional language of the prayers.
Conservative prayer-books have
removed most of the Cabalistic
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additions, though retaining the
older prayers in which angels are
mentioned. The Orthodox still
retain the old liturgy, but attach little
significance to the words of the mystic passages. Bible stories in which
disangels play a part are still taught in
Jewish schools; but they are taught
more and more as stories and less
and less as literal truth” ( The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. I, p. 314,
art. “Angels”).
^Robert Leo Odom was a research editor at the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
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able to believe that the omniscient
and omnipotent Creator of the universe is capable of creating other living creatures besides the humans
and animals that inhabit our planet?
Is it imperative that, in all the vast
creation which is Gods domain,
humankind alone should be endowed with intelligence and ability
to serve him?
The word angel is used 13 times
by Moses in Genesis, the first book
of the Bible, in reference to supernatural beings who serve God. The
Book of Job, which also appears to
have been penned by Moses, refers
to angels.
Indeed, the Lord asked Job these
questions concerning the creation of
our world: “Where wast thou when I
laid the foundations of the earth?
declare, if thou hast understanding.
Who hath laid the measures thereof,
if thou knowest? or who hath
stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof
fastened? or who laid the corner
stone thereof; When the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of
God shouted for joy?”(Job 38:4-7,
KJV).
According to the Lord’s own testimony, “sons of God” already existed when the planet Earth was created by our Maker. Are we to think
that our eternally existing Creator
lived alone during the eternity of the
past before our little world first
appeared among the billions of orbs

However, we must beware lest, in
discarding extra-biblical religious
notions handed down by tradition,
we also cast the Holy Writings into
the trash pile of superstition and
nonsense.
Furthermore, those who teach
children that the Bible stories in
which angels play a part should be
regarded more or less as fiction,
ought not to be shocked when they
discover their youth rejecting all
Bible stories as “tall tales” similar to
those told today about flying saucers
full of Martians visiting our planet.
The Hebrew term rendered
“angel” in our English translations of
the Bible is maV ak> which primarily
means “messenger.” In fact, where the
context clearly shows that the term is
used in reference to human beings, it
is translated “messenger” in nearly a
hundred instances, and as “ambassador” in several other cases. In more
than a hundred other instances, the
term is employed in reference to personalities who are not members of
the human race, and in such cases
“angel” is the proper rendering.
Sometimes those same beings are
referred to by such Hebrew terms as
kerub (“cherub”) and seraph (“seraph”).

Those Other Beings
Belief in the existence of angels is
neither contrary to the Holy Scriptures nor opposed to its concept of
the oneness of God. Is it unreason-
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in the stellar heavens?
Lest Adam and Eve, when they
were expelled from Paradise, should
continue to eat of the fruit of the
tree of life and live forever, the Lord
“placed at the east of the garden of
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to
keep the way to the tree of life” (Gen.
3:24, KJV). Those cherubim were
not ghosts of human beings who
had died. Abel, the first human
being to die on Earth, and Cain who
slew him, were not born until after
Adam and Eve were expelled from
Paradise.
The faithful in ancient Israel
believed that the Deity whom they
worshiped was enthroned in the
heavens and attended by cherubim.
In their prayers they addressed him
thus: “Thou who art enthroned
above the cherubim” (Ps. 80:1; 99:1);
and they otherwise referred to him
as the one “who sitteth upon the
cherubim.” (See 1 Samuel 4:4; 2
Samuel 6:2; 2 Kings 19:15; 1 Chronicles 13:6; and Isaiah 37:16.) Some of
our English translations say, “who
dwells between” or “who is enthroned on” the cherubim.
When the Lord said, “‘Let them
make Me a sanctuary, that I may
dwell among them’” (Ex. 25:8,
NKJV), he gave instructions that a
cherub made of solid gold should be
set on each end of the cover or lid of
the ark of the covenant in the Holy of
Holies (vss. 17-22). This was a minia-

ture representation of the dwellingplace of God in heaven, where he is
enthroned as Lord of the universe.
Daniel, in vision, was shown the
Ancient of Days sitting upon his
throne, while “thousand thousands
ministered unto him; and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before
him” (Dan. 7:9,10, KJV).

The Rebellious One
In a message given to the prophet
Ezekiel, the Lord tells of the rebellion of the angel who formerly
served as the “covering cherub”
attending the Deity (Eze. 28:14, 16,
KJV). Concerning Lucifer, the Lord
said: “Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou wast created,
till iniquity was found in thee” (vs.
15, KJV). Verse 13 states that Lucifer
had been created. Thus we learn that
the angels are created beings.
The curtains (or drapes), which
formed the ceiling and the doorways
into the two apartments of the sanctuary of ancient Israel, were richly
adorned with embroidered figures
of angels. Carved figures of cherubim adorned the walls and doors of
the temple built by Solomon. Thus
was symbolized the vast angelic host
engaged in God’s service. Concerning them, the ancients sang: “Bless
the Lord, ye His angels, mighty in
strength, that execute His work,
hearkening unto the voice of His
word” (Ps. 103:20, Isaac Leeser’s
translation).
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The king of Syria sent an army in the night to surround
the city of Dothan in order to capture the prophet Elisha. When the
seer and his servant arose in the morning, they saw that “an
army with horses and chariots was all around the city. His servant
said, Alas, master! W hat shall we do?’”

peth round about them that fear
him, and delivereth them” (Ps. 34:8,
KJV). When he returned to the land
of his fathers after his exile of 20
years in Mesopotamia, Jacob was
given assurance of protection by
angels. “So Jacob went on his way,
and the angels of God met him.
When Jacob saw them, he said, ‘This
is Gods camp.’ And he called the
name of that place Mahanaim”
(Gen. 32:2, 3, NKJV). The name
Mahanaim means “two camps.” One
group of angels went before him,
and the other followed at his rear to
protect him against his enemies.

The ministries of the angels
under the Lord’s directions are many
and varied. They instructed the
prophets in the dreams and visions
given them. (See Zechariah 1:9, 1114; 2:2-5; 4:1, 4, 5; 5:5, 10; 6:4, 5.)
Gabriel, an angel specifically
mentioned by name in the Bible,
attended and instructed Daniel in
the visions give him (Dan. 8:16-26;
9:20-27).
The king of Syria sent an army in
the night to surround the city of
Dothan in order to capture the
prophet Elisha. When the seer and
his servant arose in the morning,
they saw that “an army with horses
and chariots was all around the city.
His servant said, ‘Alas, master! What
shall we do?’ He replied, ‘Do not be
afraid, for there are more with us
than there are with them.’ Then
Elisha prayed, ‘O Lord, please open
his eyes that he may see.’” The Lord
“opened the eyes of the servant; and
he saw; the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha” (2 Kings 6:14-17, NRSV).
“The angel of the Lord encam-

Aaigel Warriors
When faithful Daniel was cast into
the den of lions at the instigation of
his enemies, he was shielded throughout the night against harm from the
ravenous beasts. In response to the
solicitous inquiry of the king of Persia
the next morning, the prophet
informed him: “‘My God hath sent
his angel, and hath shut the lions’
mouths, that they have not hurt me”
(Dan. 6:19-23, KJV).
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Various biblical accounts speak of angels being clothed
with garments of light, and that they are able to make themselves
visible or invisible. That angels witness what we do and say is a
subject for serious reflection.

During the reign of King Hezekiah, an army of King Sennacherib
of Assyria came up against Jerusalem. The heathen monarch’s ambassador uttered great words against
the God of Israel, arrogantly demanded the immediate surrender of
the city, and threatened the most
dire punishment for its inhabitants
if they should fail to yield. Encouraged by a message that the Lord sent
to him through the prophet Isaiah,
Hezekiah refused to surrender. And
that night “the angel of the Lord
went forth, and smote in the camp
of the Assyrians a hundred and
fourscore and five thousand
[185,000]; and when they arose early
in the morning, behold, they were all
dead corpses” (Isa. 37:36, 37; 2 Kings
19:35; 2 Chron. 32:21). Thus one
angel accomplished for Israel in one
night what they could not do in a
year!
Sometimes the Lord thwarted the
designs of wicked men by means of
the ministry of angels. We have
noted this already in the case of the
army of Sennacherib. In David’s
time, 70,000 persons were slain in
Israel by a pestilence visited upon

them by an angel of the Lord (2 Sam.
24:15-17; 1 Chron. 21:11-30).
Heavenly Communicators
In some instances, angels appeared to humans to give them
needed instruction and directives
from the Lord. When Hagar, the
mother of Ishmael, fled from Sarah’s
harsh treatment, “the angel of the
Lord found her by a fountain of
water in the wilderness” (Gen. 16:7,
KJV), bade her return and be submissive to her mistress, and uttered a
remarkable prophecy concerning
her expected son and his offspring
(Gen. 16:6-12). Some years later,
when it became necessary for Hagar
and Ishmael to depart permanently
from the household of Abraham, the
angel of the Lord comforted and
helped Hagar (Gen. 21:14-21).
Two angels, in the guise of men,
were entertained as guests for a
night in Lot’s home in Sodom, and
early the next morning, they led him
and his children from the doomed
city shortly before its destruction
(Gen. 19:1-29). In his flight to Mesopotamia, Jacob slept outdoors in the
Syrian wilderness, alone and troubled
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as a result of his wrongdoing. In a
dream, the Lord spoke words of pity
and comfort. In the dream, Jacob saw
“a ladder set up on the earth, and the
top of it reached to heaven; and
behold the angels of God ascending
and descending on it” (Gen. 28:1214, KJV). Thus the patriarch was
assured that Earth is not wholly cut
off from heaven, and that the Lord
maintains a constant two-way communication by the ministry of his
angels in his supervision of the
affairs of the planet. Twenty years
later, an angel of the Lord, in a dream
given to Jacob, directed him to return
to the land of his nativity (Gen.
31:10-13). When Abraham sent his
servant to Mesopotamia to get a wife
for Isaac, he said to him: “He [the
Lord] will send His angel before you”
(Gen. 24:7, NASB).
Various biblical accounts speak of
angels being clothed with garments
of light, and that they are able to
make themselves visible or invisible.
That angels witness what we do and
say is a subject for serious reflection.
For example, when Balaam, the disobedient prophet, went forth at the
request of the princes of Midian to
curse Israel for a price, an angel of
the Lord, with a drawn sword in his
hand, stood in the way. Balaams
donkey could see the threatening

angel, and turned aside. Balaam, who
did not see the angel, beat the animal
with his staff. When he had done this
three times, “the Lord opened the
eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel
of the Lord standing in the way, and
his sword drawn in his hand; and he
bowed down his head, and fell flat on
his face” (KJV). The angel reproved
him for mistreating the donkey (a
verse for animal lovers and haters
alike to memorize) and warned him
concerning the evil course he was
bent on following (Num. 22:21-35).
The Lord even warns that angels
witness our doings. “Do not let your
mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor
say before the messenger [“angel,” in
KJV] of God that it was an error.
Why should God be angry at your
excuse, and destroy the work of
your hands?” (Eccl. 5:6, NASB).
That is, do not make a promise to
pay something, and later default
and try to excuse it by saying that it
was all a mistake. It would not be
well to call the angel who witnessed
your act a liar.
The Bible has all this and much
more to say about angels. It is neither unreasonable nor absurd to
believe what the God of Israel has
said on the subject. The ministry of
the angels of God is a heartwarming
subject to study.
□
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